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and human interest. Of special interest are the stories of the death of the 
witches, by command of the Shawnee Prophet ; the account of William 
Wells, the Kentucky captive and interpreter, killed while defending the 
prisoners at the Fort Dearborn massacre ; the ' ' Tragedy of the Falls, ' ' 
the murder of a party of friendly Indians and the trial (and later exe- 
cution) of the murderers, where " every juryman wore moccasins and 
carried a hunting knife;" the narrative of Frances Slocum, the lost 
captive of Wyoming ; and " The Trail of Death," telling of the forced 
removal of the Potawatomi in 1838. 

An index glossary of 67 pages gives the correct Indian form and 
etymology of nearly all the local names in the state, of Indian origin or 
connection. The numerous illustrations are nearly all of special his- 
torical value. The volume might well be used as a history reading book 
in the schools of the Ohio Valley region. 

James Mooney. 

The Application of Statistical Methods to the Problems of Psychophysics. By 
F. M. Urban, Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia: The 
Psychological Clinic Press, 1908. 8°, 221 pp. 

This book is written for the modern psychologist, treating quite fully 
one of his very important problems. In the same way that statistical 
methods and the application of the probability concept have furnished a 
ray of hope to the anthropologist when dealing with the intricate prob- 
lems confronting him, they have appealed to the psychologist. It is not 
our purpose to give a digest or even comment on the present work in its 
entirety, because it is not primarily important to anthropologists. On the 
other hand, the intricate methods of statistical procedure are for some 
reason so difficult of approach and their understanding depends so much 
on the minute details of presentation that any new demonstration of their 
applicability and significance will be welcome to anthropologists, even 
though the subject matter be entirely psychological. 

Dr Urban states rather clearly that the probability and frequency 
concepts must underlie every procedure with phenomena in which the 
frequency of a given observation result is a part of the data. Of special 
interest to the psychologists is Dr Urban' s claim that judgments of rela- 
tivity when expressed in terms of quantity are also susceptible to treatment 
by the same concept, if indeed they be explicable by any other concept 
whatsoever. One of the first and in some respects the only exact found- 
ation to psychophysics was conceived in Weber's law and the work of 
Fechner with lifted weights by which efforts were made to find a unit of 
experience that was equivalent to a unit of quantity. Taking this as a 
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starting point, the author repeated the experiments to secure a series of 
observations which in turn were subjected to keen analysis from the 
standpoint of statistical methods. While in a certain sense the search of 
the early investigators for a unit of experience was successful, it remained 
for Dr Urban to point out clearly that the assumption of such a unit as 
an act of judgment was susceptible to direct treatment by the method of 
errors. Now, the whole basis of the theory of error probability may be 
said to be psychological, the correction and approximation of observations 
in engineering, astronomy, etc., being a rectification of the judgments 
made by the observers. Since the author has treated very clearly some 
of the underlying concepts of the statistical method, his publication may 
be recommended to those interested in the application of these methods. 
In his monograph the author presents three subjects : the results of 
experiments with lifted weights in which judgment was made as to rela- 
tive values, some ways of applying statistical methods to the results of 
such observations, and a metaphysical discussion of psychological events 
as opposed to objective facts. By an ingenious calculation the author 
determines what may be called psychometric functions, pertaining to the 
judgments observed by him. As to how far his interpretation as to the 
relation between mental and objective events will prove satisfactory is a 
matter which cannot now be determined. Yet the point that " there is 
no difference between our treatment of psychological observations and 
the methods by which physical observations are treated, and we may say 
in general that the mathematical representation of empirical observations 
is nothing else than an idealization of experience' ' is, within its meaning, 
well taken. Unfortunately many students fail to perceive this truth with 
respect to the more statistical phase of anthropological work. 

Clark Wissler. 

Kraniologische Studien an Altagyptern. Mit 14 eingedruckten Abbildungen 
und 4 Tafeln. Inaugural-Dissertation zur Erlangung der philosophi- 
schen Doktorwurde der Hohen philosophischen Fakultiit der Universitat 
Zurich, vorgelegt von Bruno Oetteking aus Hamburg. Begutachtet 
von Herrn Professor Dr Rudolf Martin. Braunschweig : Vieweg, 
1908. 90 pp. 

This study of ancient Egyptian skulls served as the author's thesis for 
the Ph.D. at the University of Zurich under Professor Martin. It is 
based on the examination and measurements of 161 mummy-heads col- 
lected in 1896 by Professor Martin, chiefly on the necropolis of Thebes, 
and twenty-one others, of which nineteen came from Sakkara. After 



